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Hobbies
· Swimming

· Reading Books

· Fictional Writing

· Member of Church Youth Organization

· Visiting different historical sites

· Traveling

· Journalism

· Watching or Reading the news

Extracurricular Activities

· President of Odyssey of the Mind

· Editor-in-Chief of School Paper

· Model United Nations

· Religious Youth Group

· Swim Team

· Drama Club

· International Club

· Church Choir

Short-Term Goals

· Successful completion of High School

· Getting a 5 on my three AP Tests

· Saving up enough money for my first year in college

· Getting a summer job

Long-Term Goals

· Going to college and receiving a BS in Elementary Education

· Getting married

· Having a family and raising children of my own

· Becoming an author and publishing a novel

Throughout my life there have been two unique experiences that stand out to me as being the coolest things I have done. The first one occurred when I was eight years old living in Oahu, Hawaii. While going to the elementary school on base, there was an essay contest sponsored by Hickam AFB asking the students to write about their most memorable Christmas.  I was enthusiastic to write about the Christmas where my two siblings and I caught the chicken pox and ended up being sick all over our Christmas gifts.  What made this incredibly memorable was the fact that the student who wrote about the most unique and memorable Christmas would get to read their essay at the Hickam Tower lighting ceremony and then would get to throw the switch which would light the hundreds of Christmas lights on Hickam Tower. Hundreds of students sent in essays with mine and I really didn’t feel I had an essay worthy to receive such a unique opportunity.  A couple weeks after having turned in our essays, I was informed that my Christmas essay was the most memorable and that I would be reading this essay to the hundreds of people attending the Hickam Tower lighting ceremony. This was one of the coolest experiences I can remember because out of the hundreds of students that wrote about their Christmas experience, mine was chosen and I was able to something that only one child was chosen to do each year; light the Hickam Tower. 

The second experience that has been very cool and unique has been the opportunity afforded me to move to so many different places in the world. Every two or three years, my family has packed up and moved to a new house, with new faces, new cultures, and new experiences. I have been to such places as Texas, Virginia, Alabama, Hawaii, Alaska, and England. With the ability to move so many times I have been able to see things that people never get to see in their lifetime such as the 9/11 crash site, an Aura Borealis, snow on the top of a Hawaiian mountain, the Eiffel Tower, and the Coliseum in Rome Italy.  I have been able to experience different cultures such as British, Hawaiian, Southern, Russian, Dutch, German, and French. This experience of constantly moving is one of the coolest things in my life because it has not only provided me the opportunity to see things that I have read about or seen on TV, but it has also given me the experience to see the world the way it really is and not hidden behind some movie screen set.  I have been able to understand why certain cultures feel certain ways to a specific subject or why such things as an Aura Borealis are breathtakingly unique to a specific area. 

As I reflect on the wonderful and distinctive experiences I have had thus far in my life, I realize I have so much more to still enjoy.  College is a great opportunity to increase my knowledge and through education I can share that knowledge with a new generation of Americans.  I look forward to becoming a future educator of children and sharing with them all the unique experiences I have had and those that still await just beyond the horizon
Everybody in the world has a role, just like every part of the body has a function that helps it work properly. Just like parts of the body, each person creates a difference in how the world works. Some people, such as a President, create dramatic changes in the world. Others such as a teacher or librarian help bring about change in everyday peoples lives that help these people to go onto bigger and better things. Throughout my life I have caused changes in everyday peoples lives, and in my future; through the help of college; I plan to help continue this change in everyday people’s lives.

From a young age, I have been able to make friends with just about anyone. I have been able to reach out to those who usually sit by themselves and help them realize how important they are to everyone around them. While I was living back in Virginia, there was a young girl named Ronny-Kay who was just like every girl at that school, except she was confined to a wheelchair with Cerebral Palsy. Because of this, she was never able to do the same things in which everyone else participated. I made friends with this amazing girl and helped make a difference in her life by showing the other girls in that school what a wonderful person she was. Soon, girls at school began making activities that Ronny-Kay could participate in so that she was not left at home alone.  This small act helped cause a huge change in this girl’s life and showed her how special she was to everyone else around her.

Not only have I been able to bring people closer together, but I have been able to tutor and teach children struggling in primary learning classes. I have always been able to take the information taught to me by my teachers and repeat it to my peers in ways that are easier for them to understand. I have worked with many students and watched as they have changed their grades from C’s to A’s. As I tutored them, I showed them how they could learn information from the teachers so that as they advanced into harder classes, they would no longer need tutoring. I was able to adapt my approach to each person’s individual needs and work to make a difference in their educational lives. 

My future is one where I plan to make a daily difference in children’s lives. To do so, I plan on being an elementary school teacher. Here I will be able to take each child that enters my room and work to inspire them to look beyond themselves, becoming the best that they possibly can. I will work to motivate then and watch as the light in their eyes grows with excitement from every moment that they spend in my classroom. I will try to work with love and compassion to make sure that each child is nurtured and feels like they are of greater worth than the world. Because of my ambition to be an elementary teacher, college plays a mandatory part in my life. For me to be able to grow in my career I have to go to college. Here I will be able to learn the knowledge that I need to be able to work with each student that I will meet in my career. College will prepare me for when I go out and begin running my own classroom. I will learn the necessary information and learn how I can make a difference in each child’s life. 
Each person has a role in this world and must work to make a difference. I have worked to make a difference in the lives of those who feel excluded from the group. I have helped those students who have difficulties in core subjects and tutored them to be able to understand the different subjects they can’t comprehend. I will continue to make a difference in my future by working as an elementary teacher and inspiring the different students to become more than they ever imagined they could be. To be able to continue the change I want to bring about in the children college will become a mandatory part of my life so that I can gain the education and experience required to change the lives of each and every different elementary student.   

Kristine A. Cassat






          11 March, 2009
42 Ashburton Road

Ickburgh, IP26 5JA

01842-879-415
dkcassat@yahoo.com
To whom it may concern,

I am writing to recommend Stephane Holliday as a recipient for the Lakenheath Graduate Scholarship for Excellence.  It has been my pleasure to work with Stephane within our church youth group.  Stephane has had many opportunities to work with and serve within this particular set for several years, and I have had the good fortune to watch her grow and work in that capacity.

She has served several times in leadership positions.  In this roll, it has been her responsibility to plan activities that must fulfill certain goals.  As this is a church setting, Stephane has primarily focused on strengthening the youth spiritually.  In order to accomplish this, she has helped them establish close friendships with each other and, more importantly, their families.  She also has provided activities that help others develop talents and leadership skills.  She has organized dances, conducted church and leadership meetings, and planned more youth activities than many adults.  

The achievement of these goals has been no easy accomplishment, but Stephane has an excitement and love for service that is contagious to those around her.  I have seen on several occasions when her positive attitude has influenced and encouraged others that were previously struggling.  

Stephane has been a wonderful example of commitment and consistency by completing an eight year goal setting plan that is called the Young Woman Personal Progress Program. She met all the requirements for this course and has achieved its highest Young Womanhood Recognition.  She has been a wonderful asset to our organization and to the young men and women she has served.

I know that Stephane’s talents and abilities will continue to grow and that she is a young woman who is determined to help make a difference with those around her.  She is a deserving individual, and I have no reservations in recommending her to you.

Please feel free to contact me if I can be of further help.

Sincerely,

Kristine Cassat
Erica M. Hume                                                                                             March 13, 2009

1 Heath Villa

Old Station Rd

Newmarket, Suffolk

CB8 8DW

Erica.hume@eu.dodea.edu
Scholarship Committee

Re: Stephane Holliday

To Whom It May Concern:

I am writing in support of Stephane Holliday’s scholarship application. Stephane has been an essential member of the Lakenheath High School Odyssey of the Mind team for the past two years. Stephane was the driving force behind her team’s 1st place performance at the DoDDS-Europe Odyssey of the Mind 2008 Competition.

Odyssey of the Mind is a unique high school experience, in that it is completely student driven. As the sponsor, I deal only with school level paperwork. I am not allowed to provide direction in problem solving or any help other than coordinating travel and providing practice problems for the spontaneous competition.

Stephane organized each meeting and provided the leadership necessary for her team to put together a 1st place performance. She put together the timeline for solving the team’s long-term problem. She also directed each practice and provided constructive feedback to her team members.

Stephane has also been involved in many other extra-curricular activities. Stephane has managed to be involved in numerous extra-curricular activities, while also maintaining a very good GPA. If you have any other questions regarding Stephane’s leadership and suitability for this scholarship, please feel free to contact me.

Sincerely,

Erica M Hume, MaEDCT

